In 2013 Frewza Marine
W The Hondz 100 js & very quiel and grunty engine . .
that is well-suited to the Frewza F18 Fisher released the first of their

ﬁO&T TEST new F18 hardtop models and

EFSEIEZRA F18 shortly after followed that
with the F18 Fisher, an open
version of the same boat.
Barry Thompson spent some
very relaxed bhoating time
on a mirror-smooth Lake
Wanaka to find out more
about this Invercargill built
pontoon boat.

Brendon Frew is @ man that is passionate about the brand
that carries his name and while they are extremely pogular
and known in the South Island, the Frewza brand is mot so
strang further North. However, that is quickdy changing in
places such &= Auckdand, Tauranga and Nelson. In 2014,
Frews Marime built arcurd 150 boats of which the F18 was
responsikle for 12 of those sales,

“The F18 was the result of customer demand for 2 bigger
koat, especially in the hardtop version, so sefing @ound one
a manth was very pleasing”, says Brendon.

Frews Marine deal direct with customers and say this has
proven very popular as clients can have a reqular update on
the boat's progress and make the necessary option changes
direct with the faciory.

He says, © We pride owrszlves on producing excestional
boats for “real” peaplie, keeping our boats at an afordable
cast and offering a range of madals amd opbions including full
customesation”.

Good Design

One of the charsclensfics of the Frewza F18 Fisher hull
design 15 a fine entry point and posSoning of the planing
sirakes, Brendon points out that ke doese't rum strakes on any
models smafler than the F18 as the hulls don't need them.
“They add about 18% 1o the Bt factor and in a following sea
they alow the hull fo track really nicely and predictably down
awave®, says Brendon.

As Lake Wanaka was mirror calm for our test, | have bo rely
on Brendon's comments re rough water handiing, but based
on what | have heard about his ofher designs, they have a
great sea keeping reputation. | can comment however on the
excefient stabifity at rest, with the boat remaining very level
with both Brerdon ard myself on one side of the cockpit.
Good fo know when you are fishing 2-3 people or have 3
diver dropping over the side. Construction is typical of a
pantoon beat of this size with 4mm plate on the hull, 3mm
wsed for the ponicons and 3mm cakin sides and fop. There
are three sealed air fight chamisers in cither pontoon, plus
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sealed cavities under the cheausr plate sole. Overall thare's around
1700 Bres of buoyancy, which makes the Frewza F18 virtualy
unsimkable

Crar test boat was brand new. and Bremdon had krought 7 o Wanaks
1o deliver fo s new owner, His plans for the boat wars more than lake
fshirg, with plans this summer to fow the boat throwgh to Hagst and
do a lot of his fishing off the rugaed and unpredictabiz West Coast
Howsver, whien | gt fo run the Frawza F18 Ficher the biggest repls

| kad om the water was crossig our wake Hardy a tres fo fest for

@ boat fike the F18, bul what 2 baaultifal venue o do a koat review
Laks Waraka is a massive lake that offers a serenity that can

only ke fowne in the Southere Lakes of the Sowh Island. Beautiu
scanery one way, magnificent vistas the other But kack to reality
and the boat review.

Silent & Deadly

The Frewza F18 is rated from Blhe o 130he, cuthoards anly

with our 23t power Being a Homda BF10D, an eagine released in
2(H4 along with the BFS0. The BFA0 / BF100's 1.5-re, SOHC
1E-vakve, inine four-cyingsr engne is inspired by the sams
enyine that powers one of Honeda's best-sslling motor vebicles, the
‘Jazz'. A range of Honda-sxclusive fechnologies combine bo delivar
exceplional power, superics emvironmental performance and kest-n-
class fuel econarmy, we're told.

Well, | would have 1o agres a5 the sccelaration and top end spaed
of tha Frewza F1B was very imeressive for just 100k and ona fat
calm ‘sticky’ frash water lake. A 8000 rpen. with maxiewm trim |
managed o sauzeze the seeedo o §8.3 knois,

Hoada's ECOmo. is a sophisticabed fusl contecl system that

[ ive bait wells, bait
stations, washdown pumps
and hait bins can all be
custom fitted into the
transom area.

A The fold down rocket
launcher also comes with
a himini.

B TheFidstatsoff asa
basic fishing version and
then can be up-speced as
required.

conbibubes to the ergines’ excellent fusl 2conomy and VTEC
(BF100), pravides more top-end power while maimtaining oetimum
fug! sconomy. Overall & very auizt and gunly engine that is wel-
swted o the Frewza F18 Fisher

The engine also includes an oplional Trofiing Contral funclion whick
aliows pracise control of engine speed with adjustmands in e
ircrements fram £30mpm lo 1000rpm, which is Meal for various shies
of fishing ard clow speed manosuvess. Great for trofing arourd the
edge of Lake Wanaka for trout.

Custom Layouts

Like maost of his desiges, Srerdon staets off 2ach new madel as

a3 pasic fishing version and then up-specs them as seadrsd This
particuiar 18 Fizhes has been kepd reasorably basic ard not over
spaced by its owmer as his prereauisis was for a sericus, no-
ronsense fishmg boal

Fomward, the cuddy arza is sparian, with no bartks in our test koat,
Eut there is the option of fully finirg this area and adding vee-besths
Thare &5 alarge overhead Maowed deck hatch for 2ase of acoess to
the forepeak cpen anchoe locker and 3 rear upsiand on the solz to
stap your gear ending up kack = the cockpit. This is certanly Frews
Iarire most popular lavaw and in reaity the cakin is just scmeans
to stow the dey gear. There is the cetion of installing 3 fully awtomatic
anchoting sysiem, sither 3 kelow deck fne dhum winch or 3 deck
mounfed cagstan

When it comes to the dash area, vou can f up o a 107127 MED
screen and still kave room besidz and above for instruments
controls and switches. In cwr dest boat. we had the added oetons
of a GME VHF radic and a kracket mounted Lowrance Elite 5 HD

camien wit [ asked Braadon about the lack of 3 separate gove box bo lesee car
keys. cellphone, walles, to., ki agam this is another oetion available showd you
want it

Standard seating is a pair of swiveling canblevered Hi Tech bucket saats with
siomage wndsr. & wide varisty of seating is availaklz. swch as knglauzen option=
St then you find vou a2 encroackiny on the availakle fishing space. The most
cammon option for axtra seatvng is a renovaklz fdl width cockes bench s=at which
sides upldown the side raits or can be left at home § you don't reed it Avery
simple and efizchve way of adding extra seating when vou have the family akossd.
Storage is elentdid with ful-lenglh sids shelves and 3 huge space availasle wdsr
the aft deck. We kad 3 single katbary, but thare is provision for twins and thers's
still plonty of soom for gear Live bail wells, bait siations, washdown gumps and bait
bins can all k= custom fitied. The rocket launcher with bimmi and rod holders 5 an
aption, bt something that | fzed would ke a must have option on the boat.

Ten Years Young

Frewza celebrates 1015 as theis 10%h year in business ard Brendon s2es a growng
demand for bis boats, espaaally in the export market, While already sending Boats
%o anumber of Pacific [slamas, induding Rarctonga and the Towelaw Islands itis
Bustralia that ke s2es as an untapeed arsa for his brard.

“Car plans ar2 to establish a dealer neswark through the main centres of Austalia
by mnigh-2015 and | am cestaim that models Feoe the S8 will be well acceetzd in the
mariet’, savs Brendon,

Srzhdon sums e his boats as being uncomelicated, axtremaly well built. sea Bndy
ard sybish, which is 3 comiination that's kard 1o kast The Frewza you end ue with
i= totally wp b0 vou, be & basic or fuly customised, and that's ore of the neat thevs
that the comeany can offer.

‘With the F18 filing in a siz2 gap between Im-8m, lock for a hardioe arcund
Tm-T.3m comirg soon from Frews Mamme,

A The boarding platforms either side
of the outboard pod are standard,

This oet coold be protecies apainal e efiscls of
‘s, ocidaan S ESONOUmSGn.
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T ideal cost effechee product to prolect your velsshle ssset.
wwnyelic m e

Notanie Standard Hems on Test Boat

Hilge Pump, Nav ights, 4 rod baders,

Notabie Jptions on Test Boat

Faibiaza mount baiboary, VHE Lowrance Elte 5
rOCHEL [auncher, Soaning (3doer painred Ml
Manufacturer

Frewza Manne Lid, 793 Bang Smees, invarcanil
12T
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